DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Health and Hospitals
Board of Medical Examiners

Temporary Permit For Acupuncturists’ Assistants (LAC 46:XLV.403.1)

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S.
49:953(B), which allows the Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners to use emergency
procedures to establish rules, and under the authority of R.S. 37:1270(B), and 37:1360, the Board
of Medical Examiners hereby declares that emergency action is necessary in order to
accommodate a continuing need for the provision of gratuitous health care services to victims,
responders and relief workers of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita by volunteer acupuncturists’
assistants. This Emergency Rule becomes effective on June 1, 2006, and shall remain in effect
for the maximum period allowed by law or until a final Rule is promulgated, whichever occurs
first. For more information concerning this Emergency Rule you may contact Rita Arceneaux,
Executive Assistant, at (504) 568-6820.

This Emergency Rule is available on the internet at www.lsbme.louisiana.gov (Temporary
Licensure), and may be obtained from the board office from 8:00 AM until 4:30 PM Monday
through Friday, 630 Camp Street, New Orleans, LA 70130. Copies of this Emergency Rule may
also be requested by telephone (504) 568-6820.

Title 46
PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL STANDARDS
Part XLV. Medical Professions
Subpart 2. Licensure and Certification
Chapter 21. Acupuncturists and Acupuncturists’ Assistants

Subchapter F. Restricted Licensure, Permits
§2131. Temporary Permit

A. The board may issue a temporary permit to an acupuncturist’s assistant, valid for a
period of not more than 60 days, to provide voluntary, gratuitous acupuncture services in this
state during a public health emergency and for such periods thereafter as the Louisiana
Department of Health and Hospitals (“DHH”) shall deem the need for emergency services to
continue to exist, at sites specified by DHH or approved by the board.

B. = To be eligible for issuance of such a permit an individual shall:

1. hold a current, unrestricted license in good standing issued by the licensing
authority of any state to practice as an acupuncturist’s assistant;



2. prior to providing such services present or cause to be presented to the board:

a. indisputable personal identification;

b. a copy of his or her license to practice as an acupuncturist’s assistant or such
other information as may be deemed satisfactory to the board by which to verify state licensure;

c. a completed application containing such information as may be required by
the board; and

d. notification of intent to practice on a form provided by the board, signed by a
physician licensed to practice medicine in this state who will fulfill the functions of a supervising
physician as described in this Section. An individual is responsible for updating the board should
any of the information required and submitted on the applicant’s notice of intent change after a
temporary permit has been issued under this Section.

C. To be eligible for approval as a supervising physician under this Section a physician
shall:
1. possess a current, unrestricted license to practice medicine in Louisiana;

2. submit a completed application containing such information as may be required
by the board.

D. Although a physician must notify the board each time the physician intends to
undertake the supervision of an acupuncturist’s assistant under this Section, registration with the
board is only required once. Notification of supervision of new or additional acupuncturist’s
assistants by a registered supervising physician shall be deemed given to the board upon the
acupuncturist’s assistant's filing with the board a notice of intent to practice in accordance with
.2131B of this Section.

E. The board shall maintain a list of physicians who are registered to supervise
acupuncturists’ assistants under this Section. Each registered physician is responsible for
updating the board should any of the information required and submitted on the physician’s
application change after the physician has become registered.

F.  An acupuncturist’s assistant holding a permit under this Section shall practice in this
state only on a voluntary, gratuitous basis, shall perform only those acupuncture services
authorized by this Section, and shall practice only at sites specified by DHH or approved by the
board.

G Acupuncture services performed by an individual issued a permit under this Section
shall be limited to auricular acupuncture (insertion of disposable needles at a specified
combination of points on the surface of the outer ear) utilizing the five-point protocol adopted by
the National Acupuncture Detoxification Association and approved by the supervising physician.
Such services may be performed under the general direction and supervision, rather than patient-
specific order, of the supervising physician. All services shall be documented in written form by
the acupuncturist’s assistant and available for review by the supervising physician but need not
be countersigned. The supervising physician shall be available during normal working hours by
telephonic or other means of communication to address any questions or concerns that may arise
from the provision of acupuncture services under this Section.



H. A temporary permit may be issued upon such terms, conditions, limitations or
restrictions as to time, place, nature, and scope of practice as are, in the judgment of the board,
deemed necessary or appropriate to its responsibilities under law. The board may, in addition,
waive or modify any of the requirements of Chapters 21 and 51 of these rules, applicable to
certification as an acupuncturist’s assistant, that it may deem necessary or appropriate to
effectuate the purposes of this Section.

I.  An acupuncturist’s assistant shall visibly display a permit issued under this Section,
or such other identifying information as the board may specify, in plain view on his or her person
at all times while exercising the privileges of such permit.

J. A temporary permit creates no right or entitlement to certification as an
acupuncturist’s assistant or renewal of the permit after its expiration. A temporary permit shall
expire and become null and void on the earlier of:

1. 60 days from the date on which it was issued;

2. adate specified on the permit less than 60 days from the date of issuance;

3. the date the acupuncturist’s assistant’s term of voluntary, gratuitous service is
terminated; or

4. the date on which the acupuncturist’s assistant’s relationship with the supervising
physician, identified in the notice of intent, terminates.

K.  The board may, in its discretion, extend or renew for one or two additional 60-day
periods a permit that has expired provided that all conditions prerequisite to original issuance are
satisfied.

L. Following termination of a declaration of emergency the board may issue, extend or
renew a 60-day permit under this Section during such period as DHH shall deem the need for
emergency services to continue to exist.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:1270, 37:1275, R.S.
37:1360, and R.S. 49:953(B).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Board of
Medical Examiners, LR
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